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Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
tripartite to implement production and
employment programs in the agricultural sector

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed to promote agricultural
productionandemploymentprograms betweenthe Ministry of JihadiAgricultureandthe
National Development Fund on November 17, 2018.

Minister of Agriculture Jihad at the ceremony said: Agriculture, except process industry, is responsible for 18 percent
of the country’s total employment and the share of agriculture in the business environment is 30%. The minister at the
ceremony said. in 6th development program, Iran will do 2500 green house, but we will achieve this goal earlier:

IRAN-EU SEMINAR ON DEVELOPMENT OF AGRI-FOOD
TRADE, STANDARDS AND AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION

19-20 November 2018
Espinas Hotel, No. 126 Keshavarz Bld., Tehran, Iran
This conference, although the continuation of the conference last year was from 20

to 22 November in the same place, But Phil Hogan, the European Union's notable
commissioner, and more importantly, the Tehran Chamber of Commerce and members
of the Iranian Chamber of Commerce, did not have a clear and brilliant presence as
same as in the past year. Instead of Phil Hogan and on his behalf, Austrian Ambassa-
dor Stefan Scholz was present in Tehran.

On the contrary, we witnessed the high presence of Engineer Ali Akbar Mehroford,
the Deputy Minister of
Agricultural Development and Agricultural Industries of the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture; engineer Houman Fathi,
Director General of the Bureau of International Affairs and Specialized Organizations; the designer and organizer of
these relations, and John Clarke, Director General European Union agricultural relations.

In other words, after the blows that came with Trump's perfidy, the level of the conference was official governmental
in compare to last year, though this year, a significant number of European business and business activists even from
England after the election were coming.

Objectives:

* Mutual acquaintance with the safety and quality of food and agricultural products of Iran and EU

* Promoting understanding of each other’s agri-food systems

* Working towards removing unjustified barriers to mutual trade of food and agricultural products

Although at the conference, the issue of tariffs and their high rates for the import of Iranian goods was not considered
as a major obstacle, but the general rules and regulations for the import of Iranian products as a very rigorous princi-
ple were emphasized in a speech by Patrick deboyser, professor at the European College of Parma.

Access to the market 400 million people Through Iran

The Deputy Minister of Agricultural Development and Industries of the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture at the

conference told reporters on Iranian agricultural capabilities and said: Iran’s crop volume is 122 million tons and its
economic value is over $ 75 billion

Mehrfard said: “Our population is about 80 million.” the population of our surrounding countries is 300 million
people; we can supply livestock products, poultry and agricultural products for both the internal market and the
external market.

Mehrfard's engineer also pointed to removing barriers to exporting salmon to Europe, saying that this type of fish is
currently being offered to European markets and has many applicants.
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Iran's saffron and its smuggling story

The critical editorial of this issue written by Mansour Ansari is dedicated to
the issue of Iranian saffron and its smuggling to Afghanistan.

According to the minister; in the Chamber of Commerce, who refers to the
issue of smuggling of saffron, magazine s editor in chief continues its discus-
sion and writes: Iran produces 365 tons of saffron of high quality and has
the first ranking to produce this agricultural product but the share of saffron
with the name and brand and Iranian identity in global markets is about 5%.
The author has criticized the state of affairs for internal and external trade
in saffron and he pointed to a centralized purchase of saffron last year by a
cooperative company in a volume of 60 tons and he goes on to say: Considering that the cooperative has bought saffion
farmers on the orders of the government, why it has not been able to increase the price of saffron for the benefit of farmers
and national interests.

The following editorial has been asked what happened to this huge volume of saffron. How and at what price is sold?
Why is there no reflection on the sale of this significant amount of saffron in the agricultural press?

.

Export of 3 billion and 351 million dollars of Iranian crops in 2018-2017

Deputy Chief Commercial Officer of Shiraz said:

Iran's exports of agricultural products compared to the same period last year grew by
18.1% in terms of value of 16.5% and 18%, respectively.

Payam Nasser Qudsi said: The share of dates in the export basket of Iran continues
to grow, as if in the seven months of the current year, 151 thousand tons worth $ 179
million dollars have been exported from Iran.

The monetary base increased
by 4 years in the last year

In September of last year, the monetary base =
was about 196 trillion Tomans. According = Sa
to these statistics, in the year that was ended
in August 2018, that is the first year of the
twelfth government s operation, the
monetary base has increased more than 38
trillion tomans, but in total for the four years
of the ninth state, the monetary base was only
increased by 35 trillion tomans. A total of 4
years of tenth government was added to 44
trillion Tomans.

Green News Agency: An increase in mone-
tary base is one of the most important de-
terminants of inflation because it increases
the liquidity rate with a high coefficient and

floating liquidity collection is always one of
the economic problems of governments.
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